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But that there is a religious conflict in
India cannot be denied.   Even that conflict
is more artificial than real, manufactured
quite  recently  by  interested  parties.   In
the remote past, there was once a conflict
between the Hindus and  the Buddhists ;
then there were occasional conflicts between
the Hindus and the Mussulmans.   It was
almost dying out when it was revived by
political agitators  and schemers  on both
sides, under the impetus of outside influences.
Even when bona fide, it was due to false
ideas of religious nationalism and communal
patriotism.   Even that bitter critic of the
Indian  Nationalists,  Mr.   William Archer,
has   admitted   that   before   the   " British
established themselves in  India,   Muham-
madan princes ruled over Hindu subjects,
and   Hindu   princes   over   Muhammadan
subjects, with  very tolerable  impartiality
of rule or mis-rule.   And the same is true
in the native states of to-day, not merely
as a result of British over-lordship.   At
no time since the days of Aurangzeb has
either   religion   seriously   tried   to. over-
power and cast out the other?'  Did' even
Aurangzeb ever do it ?   A careful scanning
of the history of India for the last thousand
years, from the invasion of Abdul Qasim